
CITY 
BUDGETS

EXTERNAL
FUNDERS

PARTNERS

Taxes

User Fees

Property
Tax

Carbon Tax

Value Capture Tools

Tax Increment Financing (TIF)

Parcel Tax, Multi-jurisdiction

Transportation / Gasoline, 
with rebate to city

Citywide Energy

Big Polluters

New Energy
Fee

New 
Development 
Fee

New 
Transport
Fee

Low-and Zero- Emission
Renewable Energy Credits

Public Benefit Funds

Developer Impact Fees

Feebates & Density Bonuses

Traffic Congestion

Electric Vehicle (EV) Charging

Investments

Grants

Bonds

Leases
+ Loans

Funds +
Special
Investments

General Obligation

Green Bonds

QECB: Qualified Energy Conservation Bond

QZAB: Qualified Zone Academy Bond

Industrial Revenue Bond

Lease Revenue Bonds

Pooled Bond Financing

Energy Efficiency Loans

Lease Purchase Agreement

PACE Loans

On-bill Financing

State-Based Loans

Federal Loans

Utility Loans

Infrastructure Bank Financing

Revolving Loan Funds

Social Impact Bonds

Catastrophe Bond Issuance

Loan Loss Reserve Funds

IFC, WorldBank

CleanCities.Energy.GovSources +
Tools

Toolkit.Climate.Gov

DSIRE.org;  eCivis.com;  Grants.gov

Wells Fargo’s Clean Tech Grants Clean Energy Group’s Solar + Storage

Foundations Donor-funded “accelerators” + competitions

Strategies + 
Tools

Water Reclamation Partnership

Multi-Sector Partnership

Multi-Company Financing for NYC

Public Private Partnerships

Community Choice Aggregation

Group Purchasing

Power Purchase Agreements

Pay for Performance Contract

Combining Financing via Private Ownership

FINANCING
SUSTAINABLE
CITIES

Vancouver, BC

Boulder, CO

Montgomery County, MD

Connecticut

Montana

Oakland, CA

Vancouver, BC

Stockholm, Sweden

Berkeley, CA

WMATA in Wash DC

Denver, CO  /  Phoenix, AZ

Bay Area, CA

Philadelphia, PA

Los Angeles, CA

Richmond, CA

Kalispell, MT

San Francisco PUC   /  California I-Bank

Community College League of  California

Virginia Counties

Milwaukee, WI

Baltimore, MD  /  Tennessee Valley Authority

San Francisco, CA

NYSERDA

California FIRST

FHA

PG&E

San Bernardino, CA

CLEEN

Philadelphia, PA

Kansas City, MO

Apple Inc. + City of  Sunnyvale, CA

Mountain View, CA +  Google + CalStart +ABC + Motiv Power

Customer Revenue + Equity + Sponsorships + Credit Facility

City of  London and the Boiler Cashback Scheme

Marin Clean Energy

Brooklyn Community MicroGrid

Ameresco + Rappahannock (VA) Regional Landfill

Ithaca NY: Wastewater / Biodigester

St. John’s Episcopal Church, Boulder, CO

Financing 
Category

Financing
Source

Financing
Types FINANCIAL MECHANISMS EXAMPLES IN CITIES

Cross-Sector
Partnerships

Potential Pension Plan Tool

Source: Financing Sustainable Cities report, by USDN + HIP Inverstor + City of  Palo Alto
Hotlink websites:  usdn.org     hipinvestor.com    cityofpaloalto.org

FINANCING SUSTAINABLE CITIES: Spectrum of  Financial Mechanisms and City Examples


