
THE POWER TO GROW:
BOOKER T. WASHINGTON PARK 







In the area of urban farming, Food
Justice Network has gleaned

significant community feedback
towards creating an Urban

Agriculture Collective farm at
Booker T. Washington Park to grow

produce for neighbors, reclaim
community space, and engage

residents in the surrounding
areas. 

We have spoken to over 300
community members in door-to-
door discussions, three dozen in
in-depth listening circles, and

nearly one hundred at community
roundtables. The community's

support has been overwhelming
and we look forward to continuing

this partnership. 



In 2023 we surveyed these neighborhoods
 to glean resident feedback

WESTHAVEN

VENABLE 

10TH & PAGE

ROSE HILL



344 299 6
Total Surveys Total Residents Neigborhoods

The majority of surveys were
conducted door-to-door by
Community Advocates and

Apprentices from May to June 2023

Neighborhoods surveyed include:
Rose Hill, 10th & Page, Venable,

Westhaven, Friendship Court, and
6th Street.

Non-residents were
surveyed at events as well

as some online surveys.



THE HISTORY OF BOOKER T. WASHINGTON PARK
Central to Booker T. Washington Park’s history, the African
American community played a key role in transforming the
land from a history of injustice to a history of reclamation.
As Black people navigated the unjust system of segregation,

the ‘Colored Recreation Board’ was established in early
1934, ushering in a wave of renovations and improvements to

the park (From Private Privilege to Public Place, 1998).
For decades, Black Charlottesville residents played a key role

in transforming the land from a history of injustice to a
history of new growth



“THE  BARN , ”  FOR  EXAMPLE ,  SERVED A
KEY  ROLE  FOR  THE  BLACK COMMUNITY ,
INCLUDING A  BASKETBALL  GYMNASIUM,

MUSIC  VENUE  AND MEET ING PLACE  (C ITY
AS  A  PARK ,  98) .  

S IGNIF ICANT  PARK IMPROVEMENTS  WERE
LED  BY  BLACK COMMUNITY  LEADERS

WERE  ACCOMPL ISHED “AT  A  T IME  WHEN
NO MORE  THAN F IVE  PERCENT  OF  THESE

FACIL IT IES  WERE  DES IGNATED FOR  BLACK
USE  NAT ION-WIDE . ”

C IV IC  AND ATHLET IC  GROUPS  SUCH AS
THE  GARDEN CLUB ,  THE  “COLORED ELKS”

AND THE  “COLORED MOTHERS  CLUB”
CONTRIBUTED TO THE  IMPROVEMENTS  OF

THE  PARK .  

IN  1944 ,  THE  PARK HOSTED A  V ICTORY
GARDEN EXHIB IT  SHOWCASING OVER  200

EXHIB ITS  OF  FLOWERS ,  VEGETABLES ,
FRUITS  AND CANNED GOODS CREATED BY

BLACK GARDENERS  AND FARMERS .



No
63.4%

Yes
22.8%

Sometimes
13.8%

36% o f  res idents  exper ience  some
chal lenges  in  get t ing  f resh
produce

20% o f  those  that  face  regu lar
cha l lenges  ment ioned
t ranspor tat ion  and  cos t

Most  res idents  sa id  they  d id  not
exper ience  regu lar  cha l lenges

Our  su rvey  d id  no t  accoun t  f o r  t he
amount  o f  p roduce  a  househo ld
pu rchases  no r  t he  f r equency  o f  t hose
pu rchases

SURVEY QUESTION:
Do you face challenges getting fresh produce?



94%
Believe a UAC farm in

Washington Park would
benefit the community.

WHO SUPPORTS THIS
COMMUNITY GARDEN? 



Community coming together 
around the table to build health 

and be in nature.

 Intergenerational Connections

Chances to build something here 
and for community members to 

build a BTW Park legacy.

Bring families together across 
generations and build community 

unity. 

The opportunity to teach the benefits 
of a community coming together for 

a common good.

OUR GOALS 
FOR WASHINGTON PARK: 





 IN THE YEAR AHEAD, CULTIVATE
CHARLOTTESVILLE’S FOOD JUSTICE

NETWORK WILL CONTINUE TO PRIORITIZE
RIGOROUS COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT TO

DRIVE OUR WORK ACROSS THE FOOD
EQUITY INITIATIVE. 

WE PLAN TO MODIFY WORKING MODELS
IN RESPONSE TO THIS ENGAGEMENT AND
TO FURTHER ALIGN WITH OUR GOAL OF
CENTERING COMMUNITY VOICES AND

CHOICES. 
 

THE POWER TO GROW CAMPAIGN TO
RESTORE URBAN AGRICULTURE LAND TO

CHARLOTTESVILLE’S LOW-WEALTH
NEIGHBORHOODS WILL BE A PRIORITY
AND WE WILL WORK IN PARTNERSHIP

WITH PARKS & RECREATION.

 THE FOOD JUSTICE NETWORK LARGE
GROUP WILL COMPLETE OUR ANALYSIS OF
THE FEI POLICY PLATFORM PLANKS AND
HAVE A MIDYEAR REPORT TO COUNCIL

WITH THESE RESULTS.



Recommendation #3:
Charlottesville City
Council recommends

explicitly including food
equity goals in the City's
Strategic Plan in a way

that aligns with the City's
Comprehensive Plan

Chapter 7, Goal 4 and the
Food Equity Initiative

Policy Platform

Recommendation #1:
Charlottesville City
Council recommends

dedicating land in Booker
T. Washington Park for
an Urban Agriculture

Collective farm.

Recommendation #2:
Charlottesville City

Council asks Parks and
Recreation to prioritize
a community design for
this farm site in the
upcoming Parks &

Recreation Strategic
Plan.

Recommendations 
for City Council



THE FOOD JUSTICE NETWORK HAS BEEN
WORKING IN THE CITY OF PROMISE

GARDEN FOR THE LAST YEAR. WE HAVE
SPENT OUR TIME CREATING A SAFE SPACE

FOR THE COMMUNITY TO LEARN ABOUT
AND EXPERIENCE NATURE. THIS

COMMUNITY GARDEN HAS ALLOWED FOR
INTERGENERATIONAL BONDS TO BE

CREATED AND KNOWLEDGE TO BE SHARED.
WE ARE EXCITED FOR THE NEXT SUMMER

OF PROGRAMMING.

WE INVITE YOU TO JOIN EVERY FRIDAY
THE CITY OF PROMISE GARDEN  

9 AM - 12 PM 

CITY OF PROMISE: COMMUNITY WORKDAYS 



JOIN OUR  MAILING LIST FOR MONTHLY NEWSLETTERS 
www.cultivatecharlottesville.org/sign-up

https://cultivatecharlottesville.org/sign-up/
https://cultivatecharlottesville.org/sign-up/
https://cultivatecharlottesville.org/sign-up/
https://cultivatecharlottesville.org/sign-up/

