
Partners for Places Grant Program 
Project Lessons Report 

 Berkeley, CA - Round 8 (2016) 

 

 1 

 

Partners for Places Project Lessons Report 

 
 

Project Name: Brighter Futures Berkeley 

 

 Year Complete: 2017 

 Local Government: City of Berkeley, CA 

 Local Foundation: The San Francisco Foundation, East Bay Community Foundation 

           

Project Purpose            

 

To bridge the solar divide by increasing equitable access to renewable energy for low-income Berkeley 

residents and provide hands-on solar job training. 

 

Key Lessons Learned            

 

Lessons learned about tools and tactics through the project that other sustainability directors could use to 

advance their work. 

 

Be sure to leverage multi-sector partnerships for impact.  The lessons learned around the long timeline 

for solar financing helped inform both the next steps of this project and the expectations for future 

opportunities. The solar assessments provided a roadmap for future solar adoption, both through private 

and public funding opportunities. 

 

Lessons for developing a collaborative process between a local government sustainability director and 

local place-based foundation(s). 

  

Design a concrete project with tangible benefits that leverages the expertise and relationships of the 

various project entities; and involve a partner(s) with an existing relationship(s) with a local place-based 

foundation(s).  

 

 

Additional Information and Resources          

 

The Rising Sun Energy Center and GRID Alternatives continue to train interested candidates for jobs in 

construction or solar.  Read more on their work with solar installations here.  

https://risingsunenergy.org/programs/green-energy-training-services/
https://gridalternatives.org/get-training
https://www.cityofberkeley.info/City_Manager/Press_Releases/2017/2017-04-11_No-cost_Solar_Installations_Available.aspx

